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[bookmark: _Hlk117860472][bookmark: _Hlk160047486][bookmark: _Hlk162272766]Lectionary Readings for August 2024 by Buddy Kirwan 
[bookmark: _Hlk162547189][bookmark: _Hlk162287169]Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 4, 2024 
OUR DIVINE ENABLER
[bookmark: _Hlk117860609]Readings:      2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a           Psalm 51:1-12           Ephesians 4:1-16           John 6:24-35
In last week’s reading we were saddened by the turn of events in King David’s life. The opening line of today’s passage from 2 Samuel 11, sees Bathsheba in mourning after the death of her husband Uriah. On completion of this mourning-period, David deepens his transgression by making Bathsheba his wife v.27b. In chapter 12:1, we read how Nathan outlines a scenario (parable) in which great injustice had been inflicted upon a poor man and his family. David says: “the man who has done this deserves to die” At this point Nathan directly confronts David: "You are the man” v.7. Surely it is the grace of God that outs our sin and enable us to acknowledge it. David said: "I have sinned against Yahweh” v.13a. In Psalm 51, we read David’s own words of sin-acknowledgement and confession. This Psalm (vv.1-12) can also be used as a personal or community confession of sin and a craving for a fresh sense of God’s presence: “Do not cast me away from your presence (vv.11). Following-on from Paul’s prayer for spiritual strength for the church at Ephesus, this week, he turns our attention to the importance of unity in the Body of Christ. We are each urged to live our lives with: “patience, humility, gentleness, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit”. We thank God for enabling us to pursue this unity by the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit and the ministries with which He has equipped the Church (vv.7-15). He reminds us in vv.15-16, that the Church’s head is Jesus and that is from Him that the whole body is enabled to live properly in love. In today’s gospel reading of John 6, we follow the crowd to Capernaum as they pursue Jesus. While many may have thought no further than their physical hunger, Jesus actions had whetted their appetites for a little more than bakery bread and fish. Jesus used this opportunity to both challenge and encourage the people to hunger “for the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven.” He was, of course referring to His own Divine self: "I AM (caps mine) the bread of life.” We pray that we also may perform the works of God as we continue to go on believing in Jesus. 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 11, 2024 
OUR FAITHFUL GOD 
[bookmark: _Hlk165188170]Readings:  	2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33        Psalm 130        Ephesians 4:25-5:2        John 6: 35, 41-51
[bookmark: _Hlk117860675][bookmark: _Hlk162549546]Having stolen the hearts of the people (2 Samuel 15.6), Absalom, David’s treacherous son, marched on Jerusalem with a view to taking the throne. David escaped from the city with a few loyal supporters. Absalom attributed much of his success to the counsel of David’s former, now treacherous, counsellor, Ahithophel; and it was through him that Yahweh would bring about Absolom’s ultimate defeat: “The LORD ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the Lord might bring ruin on Absalom” 2 Samuel 17.14b. “Ahithophel hanged himself” (2 Samuel 17.23). In the final battle, Absolom dies in the great slaughter that saw David’s army win the victory on his behalf (2 Samuel 18:7-9). When this good news reached David, rather than rejoicing at the victory of his army, he was bereft because of his son’s death: “(he) wept; and said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom " v.33b. Psalm 130 is a lament expressing penitence and trust in the Lord. We may use this Psalm today, either as individuals or a Society of worshippers that see ourselves as forgiven people. In Ephesians 4, Paul continues to encourage us to live our lives as Christians together in love. He connects today’s passage with his earlier reference to our transformation from old to new self (vv.22-24). Our passage contains many examples of how our Christian communities can best reflect the love of God to each other and our neighbours: “be kind to one another; tender-hearted; forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you” v.32. this lectionary reading concludes in chapter 5:1-2 by calling us to imitate this godly way as we: live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us.” In our gospel reading, we see Jesus continuing to bring words of life to the people who had followed him to Capernaum. Despite the fact that they had witnessed the miraculous feeding on the previous day, their ‘old self’ as Paul later referred to it, prevented them from seeing the true nature of the One in their midst. When Jesus said: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty” v.35, the people were very confused. Jesus gave them, and us, the key that unlocks the door and deals with the confusion: “No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father” v. 44. A prayer: Father, please draw us and our family, friends and neighbours to Jesus. Amen! 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 18, 2024 
WALKING HUMBLY
Readings:	1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14	Psalm 111	Ephesians 5:15-20	    John 6:51-58
[bookmark: _Hlk153470843][bookmark: _Hlk117860701][bookmark: _Hlk162549893][bookmark: _Hlk162550395]Shortly before David’s death, yet another attempt was made to usurp the throne, this time by Adonijah. Thanks to the timely intervention of the prophet Nathan with the support of Bathsheba, David acted to have his son Solomon anointed to succeed him (I Kings 1:38-46). Following David’s death, the “kingdom (under Solomon) was firmly established” 1 Kings 2:12.  Even though, according to 1 Kings 3:3, “Solomon loved Yahweh… he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places” (see Deuteronomy 12). On one of these occasions, at Gibeon, Yahweh made a dream-offer to Solomon: “what I should give you” v.4. Solomon, in vv.7-9, responded with great humility. Not only did Yahweh bless Solomon with “a (unique) wise and discerning mind”, but he also Gave him: “what (he had) not asked, both riches and honour” v.13. There was but one condition, loyalty to Yahweh’s teaching and covenant v.14. Psalm 111 provides us with wonderful words of praise to God. In addition to providing Israel with an inspired hymnbook, the Psalms are also a blessing to the church community and individual Christians. We are a truly blessed people by having available to us, the Book of Psalms (e.g. Ps 111), our traditional praise hymns and our contemporary songs of praise. The apostle Paul encourages the Christians at Ephesus in a similar vein. In reminding them to: “be careful how you live” Ephesians 5:15, he advises them to avoid “foolishness” and “drunkenness” but instead to: “be filled with the Spirit… singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” vv.15-19. Jesus continues in John 6 to challenge the people to recognise him beyond the provider of bakery bread. We have seen in our earlier gospel readings that the people were struggling to comprehend Jesus’ claim to be the “Bread of Life”. To use a contemporary saying, he really put the cat among the pigeons when he said: “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life… my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink” vv.54-55. These sayings of Jesus continue to challenge many of his followers but the One who spoke these words also continues to help us in our understanding. This help enables us not only to cognitively accept these words but through the sacrament of Holy Communion and the work of the Holy Spirit we receive the full blessing of what Jesus was teaching, pointing us to his cross-work at Calvary. 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 25, 2024 
TRANSFORMATION
Readings:	1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43	   Psalm 84 	   Ephesians 6:10-20	   John 6:56-69                            The author of 1 Kings provides us with many examples of King Solomon’s wisdom and wealth as he rules successfully over an extended kingdom (3.16-4.34). Then in chapters 5-7 we learn about the building of the temple and, Solomon’s palace. Today, in 1 Kings 8, we focus on the arrival of the Ark (vv.1, 6) and Solomon’s prayer of dedication (vv.10-1, 22-30, 41-43). Yahweh blessed this great occasion by making His presence visible in the form of the Shekinah glory, which seemed to have overwhelmed the ministering priests (v.11). After praising Yahweh for his great works (vv.12-21), “Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands to heaven” v.22. His prayer includes petitions: that Yahweh would always provide a king to sit on the throne (vv.25-26); that whenever the people pray toward the temple that Yahweh would hear and forgive them; and a similar prayer for any foreigner whose prayer and answer would act as a witness to the wider world. Surely this was a season of transformation for both the people of God and the world. Yahweh’s temple proved to be a focal point of Israel’s worship throughout the years. Psalm 8, for example, celebrates a pilgrimage to worship at the temple. This is another of our hymns of praise in which we remind ourselves of the wonderful privilege that we have as we join together in the worship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In Ephesians 6, Paul concludes his instructions. He portrays the Christian life as a spiritual battle in which we need God’s resources including: the belt of truth; breastplate of righteousness; gospel shoes; shield of faith, helmet of salvation; sword of the spirit (Word of God); Prayer in the Spirit (vv.10-20). May God help us to be strong in the strength of his power as we seek to wear the whole armour of God. As we approach this section of John 6, we avail of the resources that Paul recommended to the Ephesians. When referring to this central spiritual truth regarding the consumption of his flesh and blood, Jesus was aware of the difficulty that this truth posed for those who were not granted access by the Father (vv.65-66). As some of his disciples decided to withdraw from him, he asked the apostles if they: “also wished to go away” v.67; let us also respond in the words of vv. 68-69: “to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life…  You are the Holy One of God." 



